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Art Unit: 3626 

DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, including ttie fee set 
fortti in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 0/1 3/04 has been entered . 



Notice to Applicant 

2. This communication is in response to the RCE filed 10/13/04. Claims 13, 23, 33, 
43, 52, 54-55, 65, 68 and 76 have been amended. Claims 1-78 are pending. No new 
claims have been added. 

3. Due to Applicant's amendment the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 101 is hereby 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Joao 

(6,347,302) in view of Ford plans to test no-hassle car lease by Phil West The 

Associated Press; September 26, 1995). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Joao discloses a method for billing a flat, recurring charge to a 
buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: receiving a first 
indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer (Col. 10, lines 58-67 to Col.l 1, line 60), 
receiving a second indication of an insurance premium and a financial balance owed by 
the buyer corresponding to the sale or lease (Col.l 0, lines 58-67 to Col.l 1, line 60), 
receiving a third indication of a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to 
be paid (Coll, lines 6-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculating on a computer a periodic recurring 
amount based on the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined 
time; and receiving, from the buyer, a single payment corresponding to the periodic 
recurring amount within the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests a computer a periodic recurring amount based on the insurance premium, 
the financial balance and the predetermined time (Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11); and 
receiving, from the buyer, a ingle payment corresponding to the periodic recurring 
amount within the predetermined time (Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to have included the features of Phil within the systenn of Joao with the 
nnotivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(B) As per claim 2, Joao discloses the method wherein the predetermined time is 
based on a length of a loan for the financial balance owed by the buyer (Col. 3, lines 56- 
67 to Col.4, line 39). 

(C) As per claim 3, Joao discloses the method of wherein the predetermined time is 
based on a length of a lease for the item (Col.1 , lines 6-67 to Col.2, line 5). 

(D) As per claim 4, Phil discloses the method wherein the predetermined time is 
greater than one year (See Phil, Page 2, Paragraphs 1-4). 

The combination for combining the respective teachings of Joao and Phil are as 
discussed above in the rejection of claim 1, and incorporated herein. 

(E) As per claim 5, Joao discloses the method wherein the item is an automobile 
(Col.l.lines 42-49). 

(F) As per claim 6, Joao discloses the method wherein the periodic, recurring 
amount is charged monthly (Col.2, lines 58-67). 
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(G) As per claim 7, Joao discloses the method further comprising: receiving a fourth 
indication of an interest rate to be applied to at least one of the financial balance and 
the insurance premium (Col. 10, lines 58-67 to Col.11, line 60), wherein said calculating 
further calculating the periodic recurring amount further based on the interest rate 
(Col.13, lines 44-67 to Col.14, line 48). 

(H) As per claim 8, Joao discloses a method for billing a flat, recurring amount to a 
buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising, 
receiving a first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer, a financial 
balance owed for the item and a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to 
be paid (Col. 10, lines 58-67 to Col.1 1 , line 60), receiving a second indication of an 
insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the item for at least a portion 
of the predetermined time C.Col.10, lines 58-67 to Col.1 1, line 60), paying the insurance 
premium on behalf of the buyer (Col.14, lines 38-67). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculating on a computer a periodic recurring 
amount for at least a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount 
including a first amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount 
corresponding to the insurance premium, and receiving, from the buyer, a payment 
corresponding to the periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In 
particular, Phil suggests calculating on a computer a periodic recurring amount for 
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at least a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a 
first amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding 
to the insurance premium, and receiving, from the buyer, a payment corresponding to 
the periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time (Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(I) As per claim 9, Joao discloses a method for promoting the sale of an item, 
comprising: providing a first indication of an item for sale or lease (Col, 10, lines 58-67 to 
Col.1 1, line 60), providing a second indication of a predetermined time to pay a 
financial balance corresponding to the item (Col.lO,, lines 58-67 to Col.1 1, line 60), and 
providing a third indication of an offer to charge a periodic recurring amount calculated 
on a computer system corresponding to a first payment of an insurance premium and a 
second payment (Col. 8, lines 12-67). 

Joao does not explicitly discloses a financing amount corresponding to the item, 
the insurance premium corresponding to an insurance policy covering the item, the 
periodic payment to recur for at least a portion of the predetermined time. 
However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In paticular, Phil 
suggests a financing amount corresponding to the item, the insurance premium 
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corresponding to an insurance policy covering the itenn, the periodic payment to recur 
for at least a portion of the predetermined time (Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(J) As per claim 10, Joao discloses a method for receiving an insurance premium for 
an insurance policy covering an item, comprising: receiving a first indication of an item 
to be covered under an insurance policy (Col.10, lines 58-67 to Col.11, line 60), 
receiving a second indication of a buyer of the item (Col.1 0, lines 58-67 to Col.1 1 , line 
60), receiving a third indication of a predetermined time in which the buyer must pay a 
financial balance corresponding to the item, the financial balance corresponding to a 
loan amount or a lease amount (Col. 8, lines 12-67). 

Joao does not disclose calculating on a computer system an insurance premium 
for the entire predetermined time based on the item and the buyer, and receiving, from 
a party other than the buyer, a payment of the insurance. 

However, these features are known in the ad, as evidenced by Phil. In 
particular, Phil suggests calculating on a computer system an insurance premium 
for the entire predetermined time based on the item and the buyer, and receiving, from 
a party other than the buyer, a payment of the insurance (Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-11). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(K) As per claim 1 1 , Joao discloses buying or leasing an item from a retailer, the 
item having a corresponding finance amount and an insurance premium amount (Col. 6, 
lines 34-67; Col. 10, lines 10-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose a method for simultaneously paying a financial 
loan and insurance corresponding to an item; the finance amount corresponding to a 
loan payment as part of a loan obtained for buying the item or a lease payment as part 
of a lease for the item and payable over a predetermined time, the insurance premium 
amount corresponding to an insurance policy having a term equal to the predetermined 
time; and submitting a payment corresponding to a recurring amount which is 
calculating on a computer for at least a portion of the finance amount and a portion of 
the insurance premium amount within the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In 
particular, Phil suggests a method for simultaneously paying a financial loan and 
insurance corresponding to an item (Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11), the finance 
amount corresponding to a loan payment as part of a loan obtained for buying the item 
or a lease payment as part of a lease for the item and payable over a predetermined 
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time, the insurance premium amount corresponding to an insurance policy having a 
term equal to the predetermined time (Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11), and submitting a 
payment corresponding to the recurring amount which is calculating on a 
computer for at least a portion of the finance amount and a portion of the insurance 
premium amount within the predetermined time (Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(L) As per claim 12, Joao discloses the method wherein said sale comprises a lease 
of the item (Col.1 , lines 647 to Col.2, line 5). 

(M) As per claim 13, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring charge 
to a buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: means for 
receiving a first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer (Col .5, lines 59-67 to 
Col. 6, lines 67', Col.1 0, lines 10-65), means for receiving a second indication of an 
insurance premium and a financial balance owed by the buyer corresponding to the sale 
or lease (Col.9, lines 15-67 to Col.1 0, line 67), means for receiving a third indication of 
a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid (Col. 8, lines 12-67). 
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Joao does not explicitly disclose nneans for calculating a periodic recurring 
amount based on the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined 
time; and means for receiving, from the buyer, a single payment corresponding to the 
periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests means for calculating a periodic recurring amount based on the insurance 
premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, 
Paragraphs 4-1 1 ); and means for receiving, from the buyer, a single payment 
corresponding to the periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time (See Phil, 
Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(N) As per claim 14, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring charge 
to a buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an item (Col. 6, lines 34-67, Col.1 0, 
lines 10-65), comprising: a processor (Col.1 1, lines 22-31), and a memory in 
communication with the processor, the memory for storing a plurality of processing 
instructions enabling the processor to: receive a first indication of a sale or lease of an 
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item to a buyer (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), receive a second indication of 
an insurance premium and a financial balance owed by the buyer corresponding to the 
sale or lease (Col, 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), receive a third indication of a 
predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to 
Col. 16, line 65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculate a periodic recurring amount based on 
the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time; and receive, 
from the buyer, a single payment corresponding to the periodic recurring amount within 
the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In 
particular, Phil suggests calculate a periodic recurring amount based on the insurance 
premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, 
Paragraphs 4-1 1 ); and receive, from the buyer, a single payment corresponding to the 
periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 
4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 



(0) 



Claim 15 differs from claims 1,8-11, 13 and 14 by reciting a computer-readable 
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medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by 
a computer, for billing a flat, recurring charge to a buyer for financing and Insurance 
after a sale of an item. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Joao discloses comprising: receiving a first 
Indication of a sale or lease of an Item to a buyer (Col. 5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67, 
Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a second indication of an insurance premium and a 
financial balance owed by the buyer corresponding to the sale or lease (Col.5, lines 59- 
67 to Col.6, lines 67., Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a third indication of a 
predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid (Col.5, lines 59-67 to 
Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65) and Phil discloses calculating a periodic recurring 
amount based on the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined 
time; and receiving, from the buyer, a single payment corresponding to the periodic 
recurring amount within the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

Thus, it is readily apparent these prior art systems utilize a computer-readable 
medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by 
a computer, for billing a flat, recurring charge to a buyer for financing and insurance 
after a sale of an item to perform their specified function. 

The remainder of claim 15 Is rejected for the same reason given above for claims 
1,8-11,13 and 14, and incorporated herein. 

(P) As per claim 23, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring amount 
to a buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising means 
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for receiving a first indication of a sale or lease of an Item to a buyer, a financial balance 
owed for the item and a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid 
(Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), means for receiving a 
second indication of an insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the 
item for at least a portion of the predetermined time (Col.5, lines 59-37 to Col.6, lines 
67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), means for paying the insurance premium on behalf of the 
buyer (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col.10, line 10). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose means for calculating a periodic recurring 
amount for at least a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount 
including a first amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount 
corresponding to the insurance premium, and means for receiving, from the buyer, a 
payment corresponding to the periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In 
padicular, Phil suggests means for calculating a periodic recurring amount for at least 
a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first 
amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to 
the insurance premium', and means for receiving, from the buyer, a payment 
corresponding to the periodic recumng amount within the predetermined time (See Phil, 
Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
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motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(Q) As per claim 24, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring amount 
to a buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an item (Col.6, lines 34-67., 
Col. 10, lines 10-65) comprising: a processor (Col.11, lines 22-31), and a memory in 
communication with the processor, the memory for storing a plurality of processing 
instructions enabling the processor to: receive a first indication of a sale or lease of an 
item to a buyer, a financial balance owed for the Item and a predetermined time in which 
the financial balance is to be paid (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65)*, receive a 
second indication of an insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the 
item for at least a podion of the predetermined time (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col.16, line 
65)., enable payment of the insurance premium on behalf of the buyer (Col. 15, lines 49- 
67 to Col.16, line 65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculate a periodic recurring amount for at least 
a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first 
amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to 
the insurance premium, and receive, from the buyer, a payment corresponding to the 
periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In 
particular, Phil suggests calculate a periodic recurring amount for at least a portion of 
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the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first amount 
corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to the 
insurance premium', and receive, from the buyer, a payment corresponding to the 
periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 
4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(R) Claim 25 differs from claims 1,8-11,13-15, and 23-24 by reciting a computer- 
readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a method, 
performed by a computer, for billing a flat, recurring amount to a buyer covering 
financing and insurance after a sale of an item. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Joao discloses the method comprising', 
receiving a first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer, a financial balance 
owed for the item and a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid 
(Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a second indication 
of an insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the item for at least a 
portion of the predetermined time (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10- 
65), paying the insurance premium on behalf of the buyer (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, 
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lines 67, Col. 10, lines 10-65) and Phil discloses calculating a periodic recurring amount 
for at least a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including 
a first amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount 
corresponding to the insurance premium, and receiving, from the buyer, a payment 
corresponding to the periodic recurring amount within the predetermined time (See Phil, 
Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 

Thus, it is readily apparent these prior art systems utilize a computer-readable 
medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by 
a computer, for billing a flat, recurring amount to a buyer covering financing and 
insurance after a sale of an item to perform their specified function. 

The remainder of claim 25 is rejected for the same reason given above for claims 
1,8-11,13-15 and 23-24, and incorporated herein. 

(S) Claim 33 differs from claims 1 , 8-1 1 ,13-15 and 23-25 by reciting an apparatus for 
promoting the sale of an item. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Joao discloses comprising: means for 
providing a first indication of an item for sale or lease (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 
67, Col. 10, lines 10-65); means for providing a second indication of a predetermined 
time to pay a financial balance corresponding to the item Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, 
lines 67, Col. 10, lines 10-65), and means for providing a third indication of an offer to 
charge a periodic recurring amount corresponding to a first payment of an insurance 
premium and a second payment of a financing amount corresponding to the item Col.5, 
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lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; Col.10, lines 10-65) and Phil discloses the insurance 
premium corresponding to an insurance policy covering the item, the periodic payment 
to recur for at least a portion of the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 
4-11). 

Thus, it is readily apparent these prior art systems utilize an apparatus for 
promoting the sale of an item to perform their specified function. 

The remainder of claim 33 is rejected for the same reason given above for claims 
1,8-11, 13-15 and 23-25, and incorporated herein. 

(T) As per claim 34, Joao discloses an apparatus for promoting the sale of an item 
(Col.6, lines 34-67; Col.10, lines 10-65), comprising", a processor (Col. 11, lines 22-31), 
and a memory in communication with the processor, the memory for storing a plurality 
of processing instructions enabling the processor to: provide a first indication of an item 
for sale or lease (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), provide a second indication of a 
predetermined time to pay a financial balance corresponding to the item (Col. 15, lines 
49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), and provide a third indication of an offer to charge a periodic 
recurring amount corresponding to a first payment of an insurance premium and a 
second payment of a financing amount corresponding to the item (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to 
Col.16, line 65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose the insurance premium corresponding to an 
insurance policy covering the item, the periodic payment to recur for at least a portion of 
the predetermined time. 
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However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests the insurance premium corresponding to an insurance policy covering 
the item, the periodic payment to recur for at least a portion of the predetermined time 
(See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(U) Claim 35 differs from claims 1,8-11,1 3-1 5, 23-25 and 33-34 by reciting a 
computer-readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method, performed by a computer, for promoting the sale of an item. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Joao discloses the method comprising', 
providing a first indication of an item for sale or lease (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 
67), providing a second indication of a predetermined time to pay a financial balance 
corresponding to the item (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col .6, lines 67, Col.10, lines 10-65), 
and providing a third indication of an offer to charge a periodic recurring amount 
corresponding to a first payment of an insurance premium and a second payment of a 
financing amount corresponding to the item (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; 
Col.10, lines 10-65) and Phil discloses the insurance premium corresponding to an 
insurance policy covering the item, the periodic payment to recur for at least a portion of 
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the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11 to Page 2; Paragraphs 1- 
10). 

Thus, it is readily apparent these prior ad systems utilize a computer-readable 
medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by 
a computer, for promoting the sale of an item to perform their specified function. 

The remainder of claim 35 is rejected for the same reason given above for claims 
1,8-11, 13-15, 23-25 and 33-34, and incorporated herein. 

(V) As per claim 43, Joao discloses a method for billing a flat, recurring charge to a 
buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: receiving a first 
indication of one of a sale and lease of an item to a buyer {Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, 
lines 67, Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a second indication of an insurance premium 
and a financial balance owed by the buyer corresponding to the sale or lease (Col.5, 
lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a third indication of a 
predetermined time In which the financial balance is to be paid (Col.5, lines 59-67 to 
Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculating a periodic recurring amount based 
on the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests calculating a periodic recurring amount based on the insurance 
premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, 
Paragraphs 4-11). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(W) As per claim 52, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring charge to 
a buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: means for 
receiving a first indication of one of: a sale and lease of an item to a buyer (Col.5, lines 
59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), means for receiving a second indication of 
an insurance premium and a financial balance owed by the buyer con-esponding to the 
sale or lease (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), means for 
receiving a third indication of a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to 
be paid (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose means for calculating a periodic recurring 
amount based on the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined 
time. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests means for calculating a periodic recurring amount based on the 
insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 
1 , Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(X) As per claim 53, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring charge to 
a buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an Item, comprising: a processor 
(Col.1 1, lines 22-31), and a memory in communication with the processor, the memory 
for storing a plurality of processing instructions enabling the processor to: receive a first 
indication of one of: a sale and lease of an item to a buyer (Col.1 5, lines 49-37 to 
Col. 16, line 65), receive a second indication of an insurance premium and a financial 
balance owed by the buyer corresponding to the sale or lease (Col.1 5, lines 49-67 to 
Col.1 6, line 65), receive a third indication of a predetermined time In which the financial 
balance is to be paid (Col.1 5, lines 49-67 to C0I.I6, line 65). 
Joao does not explicitly disclose calculate a periodic recurring amount based on 
the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests calculate a periodic recurring amount based on the Insurance premium, 
the financial balance and the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
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motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(Y) As per claim 54, Joao discloses a computer-readable medium encoded with 
processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by a computer, for billing 
a fiat, recurring charge to a buyer for financing and insurance after a sale of an item, the 
method comprising: receiving a first indication of one of a sale and lease of an item to a 
buyer (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a second 
indication of an insurance premium and a financial balance owed by the buyer 
corresponding to the sale or lease (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, lines 10- 
65), receiving a third indication of a predetermined time in which the financial balance is 
to be paid (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculating a periodic recurring amount based 
on the insurance premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time. 

However, this feature is known in the ad, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests calculating a periodic recurring amount based on the insurance 
premium, the financial balance and the predetermined time (See Phil, Page 1, 
Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
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motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(Z) As per claim 55, Joao discloses a method for billing a flat, recurring amount to a 
buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: receiving a 
first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer, a financial balance owed for the 
item and a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid (Col.5, lines 
59-67 to Col.6, line 67, Col. 10, lines 10-65), receiving a second indication of an 
insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the item for at least a portion 
of the predetermined time (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, lines 10-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculating a periodic recurring amount for at 
least a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first 
amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to 
the insurance premium. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests calculating a periodic recurring amount for at least a portion of the 
predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first amount 
corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to the 
insurance premium (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
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motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(AA) As per claim 65, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring amount 
to a buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: means 
for receiving a first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer, a financial balance 
owed for the item and a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid 

(Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 67, Col. 10, lines 10-65), means for receiving a 
second indication of an insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the 
item for at least a portion of the predetermined time (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, lines 
67; Col. 10, lines 10-65), and means for calculating a periodic recurring amount for at 
least a portion of the predetermined time (Col.5, lines 59-67 to Col.6, line 67; Col. 10, 
lines 10-65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose the periodic recurring amount including a first 
amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to 
the insurance premium. 

However, this feature is known in the ad, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests the periodic recurring amount including a first amount corresponding to 
the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to the insurance premium 
(See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the tinne of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(BB) As per claim 66, Joao discloses an apparatus for billing a flat, recurring amount 
to a buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an item, comprising: a 
processor (Col.1 1 , lines 22-31), and a memory in communication with the processor, 
the memory for storing a plurality of processing instructions enabling the processor to: 
receive a first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer, a financial balance 
owed for the item and a predetermined time in which the financial balance is to be paid 
(Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col.1 6, line 65), receive a second indication of an insurance 
premium owed for an insurance policy covering the item for at least a portion of the 
predetermined time (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculate a periodic recurring amount for at 
least a portion of the predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first 
amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to 
the insurance premium. 

However, this feature is known in the ad, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests calculate a periodic recurring amount for at least a portion of the 
predetermined time, the periodic recurring amount including a first amount 



Application/Control Number: 09/645,794 Page 26 

Art Unit: 3626 

corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to the 
insurance premium (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(CC) As per claim 67, Joao discloses a computer-readable medium encoded with 
processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by a computer, for billing 
a flat, recurring amount to a buyer covering financing and insurance after a sale of an 
item, the method comprising: receiving a first indication of a sale or lease of an item to a 
buyer, a financial balance owed for the item and a predetermined time In which the 
financial balance is to be paid (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), receiving a 
second indication of an insurance premium owed for an insurance policy covering the 
item for at least a portion of the predetermined time (CoM5, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 
65); and calculating a periodic recurring amount for at least a portion of the 
predetermined time Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose the periodic recurring amount including a first 
amount corresponding to the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to 
the insurance premium. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Phil. In particular. 
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Phil suggests the periodic recurring amount including a first amount corresponding to 
the financial balance and a second amount corresponding to the insurance premium 
(See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(DD) Claim 68 differs from claims 1,8-11,13-15 and 23-25, 33-35, 43, 52-55, 65-67 by 
reciting a method for determining an insurance premium for an insurance policy 
covering an item. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Joao discloses comprising: receiving a first 
indication of an item to be covered under an insurance policy (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to 
Col. 16, line 65), receiving a second indication of a buyer of the item (Col. 15, lines 49-67 
to Col. 16, line 65), receiving a third indication of a predetermined time in which the 
buyer must pay a financial balance corresponding to the item, the financial balance 
corresponding to a loan amount or a lease amount (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 
65) and Phil discloses calculating an insurance premium for the entire predetermined 
time based on the item and the buyer (See Phil, Page 1 , Paragraphs 4-1 1 ). 

Thus, it is readily apparent these prior art systems utilize a method for 
determining an insurance premium for an insurance policy covering an item to perform 
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their specified function. 

Therefore, the rennainder of claim 68 is rejected for the same reason given above 
for claims 1,8-11, 13-15 and 23-25 and 33-35, 43, 52-55, 65-67, and incorporated 
herein. 

(EE) As per claim 76, Joao discloses an apparatus for determining an insurance 
premium for an insurance policy covering an item, comprising', means for receiving a 
first indication of an item to be covered under an insurance policy (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to 
Col. 16, line 65), means for receiving a second indication of a buyer of the item (Col. 15, 
lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), means for receiving a third indication of a predetermined 
time in which the buyer must pay a financial balance corresponding to the item, the 
financial balance corresponding to a loan amount or a lease amount (Col. 15, lines 49- 
67 to Col. 16, line 65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose means for calculating an insurance premium for 
the entire predetermined time based on the item and the buyer. 

However, this feature is known in the ad, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests means for calculating an Insurance premium for the entire 
predetermined time based on the item and the buyer (See Phil, Page 1 , Paragraphs 4- 
11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
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motivation of providing a turnkey lease program that combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(FF) As per claim 77, Joao discloses an apparatus for determining an insurance 
premium for an insurance policy covering an item, comprising', a processor (Col.1 1 , 
lines 22-31), and a memory in communication with the processor, the memory for 
storing a plurality of processing instructions enabling the processor to: receive a first 
indication of an item to be covered under an insurance policy (Col. 15, lines 49-67 to 
Col.1 6, line 65); receive a second indication of a buyer of the item (Col.1 5, lines 49-67 
to Col.1 6, line 65), receive a third indication of a predetermined time in which the buyer 
must pay a financial balance corresponding to the item, the financial balance 
corresponding to a loan amount or a lease amount (Col.1 5, lines 49-67 to Col.1 6, line 
65). 

Joao does not explicitly disclose calculate an insurance premium for the entire 
predetermined time based on the item and the buyer. 

However, this feature is known in the ad, as evidenced by Phil. In particular, 
Phil suggests calculate an insurance premium for the entire predetermined time based 
on the item and the buyer (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Phil within the system of Joao with the 
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motivation of providing a turnkey lease program tliat combines lease payments, 
insurance costs even oil changes and perhaps gasoline into one monthly payment (See 
Phil, Page 1, Paragraph 4). 

(GG) Claim 78 differs from claims 1,8-11,13-15 and 23-25, 33-35, 43, 52-55, 65-68 
and 76-77 by reciting a computer-readable medium encoded with processing 
instructions for implementing a method, performed by a computer, for determining an 
insurance premium for an insurance policy covering an item. 

As per this limitation, it is noted that Joao discloses the method comprising: 
receiving a first indication of an item to be covered under an insurance policy (Col.1 5, 
lines 49-67 to Col. 16, line 65), receiving a third indication of a predetermined time in 
which the buyer must pay a financial balance corresponding to the item, the financial 
balance corresponding to a loan amount or a lease amount (Col.1 5, lines 49-67 to 
Col.1 6, line 65) and Phil discloses calculating an insurance premium for the entire 
predetermined time based on the item and the buyer (See Phil, Page 1, Paragraphs 4- 
11). 

Thus, it is readily apparent these prior art systems utilize a computer-readable 
medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a method, performed by 
a computer, for determining an insurance premium for an insurance policy covering an 
item to perform their specified function. 

Therefore, the remainder of claim 78 is rejected for the same reason given above 
for claims 1,8-11,13-15 and 23-25, 33-35, 43, 52-55, 65-68 and 76-77, and 
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incorporated herein. 

(HH) Claims 16-21, 26-31, 36-42, 44-51, 56-64 and 69-75 recite the underlying 
process of the elements of claims 2-7, and respectively. As the various elements of 
claims 2-7 have been shown to be either disclosed by or obvious in view of the 
collective teachings of Joao Phil and Ryan, it is readily apparent that the 
apparatus disclosed by the applied prior art performs the recited underlying functions. 
As such, the limitations recited in claims 16-21, 26-31, 36-42, 44-51, 56-64 and 69-75 
are rejected for the same reasons given above for method claims 2-7, and incorporated 
herein. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 10/13/04 with respect to claims 13, 23, 33, 43, 52, 
54-55, 65, 68 and 76 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied art teaches system for assembly and 
distribution of automobiles utilizing a plurality of partner integrators and plurality of 
manufactured and service modules (6,449,597). 



Application/Control Number: 09/645,794 



Page 32 



Art Unit: 3626 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 703-305-4952. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 703-305-9588. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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